EASY HORSE CARE

HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE
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Easy Horse Care Rescue Centre was
founded in 2008 by us – British expats Rod
and Sue Weeding. We had moved to Spain
to start a quiet life of retirement on the
Costa Blanca.
But all that changed in 2008 with Luceiro, a
two-year-old stallion we found locked in a
filthy and dark stable, his left eye badly
injured and rotting, hurling himself
repeatedly against the bars of his stall as
flies drove him crazy. Unable to walk away
from such a distressing case of animal
cruelty, we brought Luceiro home to our
own finca – and unwittingly created a
much-needed horse rescue centre.
We now care for more than 120 rescued
horses, ponies and donkeys rescued
from abuse and neglect.
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We believe that every life matters, no
matter the cost or time it takes to offer
proper care. Our mission is to rescue
and rehabilitate abused, neglected and
abandoned horses, ponies and donkeys
(among many other animals!) that have
nowhere else to turn.
We are a no-kill foundation and provide
each rescued animal with a safe and loving
sanctuary for the rest of their lives.
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Our holiday experience is designed to be a
relaxed and fun way to enjoy sunny Spanish life
while helping an excellent cause in a hands-on
manner.
During your stay, you will be able to improve your
knowledge of horses and veterinary care and you
will be directly involved in the day-to-day running
of our centre.
Practical placements and work experience
students are welcome and we can provide a
certificate of practice.

You will be able to give a hand:
Grooming our horses (which is possibly the
most peaceful way to while away a morning).
Feeding our equines.
Mucking out stables and fields.
You’ll likely also gain an understanding of:
Basic horse care and handling of animals
that have survived abuse and neglect.
Basic veterinary care, including daily
health checks, administering medication
and delivering prescribed veterinary
treatments.
Horse herd dynamics and friendships.
Animal welfare laws in Spain.

You can expect to spend
time with our equines,
getting to know their
incredible survival stories
while falling in love with
their individual personalities
and quirks.
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You will stay here at the Easy Horse Care
Rescue Centre, at our traditional Spanish finca
(farm) where our more than 120 horses, ponies
and donkeys live. Our accommodation is simple,
giving you a traditional rustic living experience
during your visit to Spain.
We offer:
2 shared dormitories, sleeping up to six
people.
A shared bathroom (two toilets and a shower).
A fully equipped kitchenette.
A gymnasium.
Free access to a loan bicycle.

You can enjoy a lovely outdoor patio next to a
fishpond and garden. You will have Wi-Fi access
but must bring your own phone, computer or
tablet.

We supply sheets, pillows and other bed linen
and towels, and offer a washing machine in our
stable facility to cover your laundry needs.
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Our area is a peaceful, rural place
surrounded by mountains, traditional orange
groves and filled with wildlife on the banks of
the river on the edge of the rescue centre.
We have bikes available you can use to
explore the local area.
The closest long sandy beach is
Guardamar, 7 km from the rescue centre. It
can be reached following a lovely path along
the Segura River where you will watch lots
of bird species: egrets, sanderlings, gannets
eagles...
Our nearest township is Rojales, about a
30-minute walk from our rescue centre
along a riverside path. Rojales is small
and quiet, with several traditional bars
and restaurants, English cafes, small
shops and a petrol station. One of the
main attractions in Rojales is the district
of the Rodeo Caves and the artisan
market with hand-crafted items. You can
also learn about the local history by
visiting the Archeological Museum and
traditional curiosities.

More information:
http://guardamarturismo.com

A more detailed information brochure
about Rojales is available here:
www.easyhorsecare.net/images/Visit/Roj
ales-information-brochure.pdf
Visit the Rojales town hall website:
http://www.rojales.es/en

The major city of Alicante is about 45km away and
can be reached by taxi or bus from Rojales town. It’s
an old city, the Barrio de la Santa Cruz, has narrow
streets, coloured houses and a bustling nightlife
scene. From there, an elevator or a steep climb leads
to medieval Castillo de Santa Bárbara, set on a hilltop
with sweeping views of the Mediterranean coast.
More information:
https://www.alicanteturismo.com/en

15 km away from Rojales is the city of Torrevieja,
which offers various places of interest and
beautiful beaches. You will also be impressed by
the pink lake and you will have the opportunity to
observe pink flamingos and other local bird
species at the Natural Park Las Lagunas De La
Mata.
More information:
http://torrevieja.com/en

At 25 km North of Rojales, you will
discover Elche's palmeral, the largest
palm grove in Europe, declared a
World Heritage Site by UNESCO.
More information:
http://www.visitelche.com/en

A small fishing port, Santa Pola is famous
for its variety of landscapes, from the views
of the distant mountains to the wild sand
dunes. Las Salinas, next to the town, is a
marshland area that is a protected Natural
Park and declared an area of special
importance for wild birds, including
flamingos and stilt birds.

From Alicante, Santa Pola or Torrevieja,
you can take a ferry to spend a day on the
small island of Tabarca. Its maritime
reserve is a fantastic spot to dive or snorkel.
More information:
http://www.turismosantapola.es
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No, we do not provide food for the
moment but we are planning to sell
vegan products very soon.
You will find grocery shops in Rojales
(2,5 km from the centre), so you can
buy food supplies and personal
items.
Every Thursday morning, you will
be able to enjoy a typical market
with loads of local products, fruit
and vegetables.
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You must take out medical insurance that allows you
to be around horses (this is often classed as extreme
sports cover that allows for horse riding). You can
find many insurance policies online for very
reasonable prices, depending on the duration of stay.
Please email us proof of your policy by emailing
experience@easyhorsecare.net prior to your arrival.
If you arrive without appropriate insurance, you will
not be allowed to enter the property.
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Speaking Spanish is not essential as
the main language spoken between our
management team is English. However,
our stable staff have only a limited
grasp of English and mainly speak
Spanish, providing a fun and hands-on
opportunity to learn the basics.
We accept volunteers from all
nationalities, providing you can speak
an adequate level of English to ensure
safety and basic communication.
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As a general rule, our horses
are not available for riding
due to their complicated
needs and history of abuse
and neglect. No equine is to
be ridden or sat on without
prior permission.
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Our holiday experience
operates throughout the
year on a rolling basis.
Please let us know your
preferred dates and we
will work to accommodate
you. Please note the
minimum stay is one
week and the maximum
stay is two months.
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Please remember that often, less is more. Come with the essentials and if
there is anything else you need, you can get it once you are here.
Essentials to bring with you:
Work boots or old shoes – these absolutely must be closed-toe shoes, as you
can be seriously injured if a horse stands on your unprotected feet.
Waterproof clothing and Wellington boots if coming during winter, as it can get
very muddy.
Plenty of socks, both thick and thin.
Old clothes that you don’t mind getting trashed.
Hat, for warmth in winter and shade in summer.
50+ protection sun screen, especially for those with fair skin. The Spanish sun is
fierce!
Personal toiletries including toothbrush, soap etc.
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Our rescue centre is mostly inaccessible by
public transport so you'll need to organise
your own way of getting here. Once here,
you’ll have free access to a loan bicycle.
From Alicante airport:
You can take a taxi from Alicante airport to
our centre. The taxi will cost around €55 and
you must cover this cost.
We can also arrange the transport if our
driver is available. Contact us at
experience@easyhorsecare.net.
From Alicante city:
Buses run about 10 times a day from
Alicante Bus Station to Guardamar. The bus
company is called Costa Azul and the line is
Alicante to Torrevieja/El Pilar. Tickets cost
€3.50 one way.
Once at Guardamar Bus Station, you can
take a taxi to the centre (around €16) or take
one of the few buses to Rojales (ticket costs
€1,40). The company is called Sigüenza.
From Rojales bus stop, it’s about a 30minute walk along a quiet river path to our
rescue centre.
You must arrive at the rescue centre
before 6 pm.
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With on average 330 days of sunshine a year
we can offer an all year round experience.
In summer, the weather is usually very sunny
and hot, between 25 to 35 degrees Celsius
each day and staying warm through the
night. It can get very hot so you will need to
prepare for spending time in the sun, with
strong 50+ sunscreen, long-sleeved work
shirts and a wide-brimmed hat.
In winter, the weather drops to 10 to 20
degrees Celsius. It rains relatively
infrequently, but when it does, it comes hard!
Wellington boots and good-quality waterproof
clothing are essential to cope with the mud
and rain.
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Our Holiday Experience costs €250 per week.
Your fee acts as a much-needed donation, ensuring
we can continue to grow and upgrade our facilities to
improve the service to our equine residents as their
needs increase.
Horses are hugely expensive to care for and ours are
doubly so – often suffering severe and on-going
disabilities and illnesses as a result of mistreatment,
our equines require expensive medication on a daily
basis.
Full payment is required to secure your stay –
your place will not be officially reserved until we
receive your full payment. Due to our limited
accommodation capacity and high interest in our
holidays, this payment may not be refundable
should you change your mind or decide to leave
early.

The unique cases we deal
with not only make our
centre a wonderful life
experience but also a
learning opportunity for
those who are motivated
and interested.
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We have many other animal residents on the
property, including chickens, cats, dogs,
peacocks, and three pigs! You need to be
comfortable around these animals and
understand that the facility is a sanctuary to these
broken lives..
These animals do not always work to human
rules and regulations so you may find a cat on
your bed, a dog following you endlessly for love
or the chickens waking you up early in the
morning. It’s actually very endearing once you get
used to it!
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The next step in coming to stay with us is

completing our online form on
bit.ly/apply-holiday-experience.
Once we’ve received it, we’ll be in touch
to confirm and give you details on how to pay in
order to reserve your place.

Any questions? Please email us at
experience@easyhorsecare.net.
Thank you!

Partida Lo Garriga, 59
03170, Rojales, Alicante, Spain

www.easyhorsecare.net
+34 652 021 980 | rescue@easyhorsecare.net

